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University of Montana
NEWS RELEASE Office of News and Publications Missoula, MT 59812 
(406) 243-2522
February 21, 1991
UM INVITES PUBLIC TO PRESCOTT PROPERTY OPEN FORUM 
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana invites the campus community and 
Missoula-area residents to attend a forum Wednesday, March 6, to help 
decide the future of the historic Clarence Prescott House.
The meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. in Room 131 of the Science 
Complex.
Built at the foot of Mount Sentinel in 1898 —  one year before 
University Hall was finished —  the house originally belonged to 
Clarence Prescott Sr. The nephew of C.P Higgins, one of Missoula's 
founders, he was a city marshall, county assessor and commissioner, 
sheriff and state legislator.
In 1985, the house was named to the National Register of 
Historic Places. That designation testifies to the building's 
historical importance. But as its owner, UM has the right to decide 
its fate.
In 1955, UM bought the house and granted Clarence Prescott Jr. 
lifetime tenancy. The eldest child of Clarence and Julia Prescott, 
he still lives there as he nears his 98th year.
The Campus Development Committee has charged the Prescott House 
Subcommittee —  made up of people from UM and the local community —  
with exploring options for use of the Prescott property once UM has
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taken possession of it. The subcommittee's preliminary options are:
• Restoring the house and retaining the grounds. The building 
might be used as an art or historical museum or guest house for 
people such as visiting lecturers. Financial support from the 
community would be necessary to restoring the house. A conservative 
estimate puts that bill at $250,000-$300,000. About $45,000 more 
would make the building accessible to disabled visitors. Upkeep 
would cost about $20,000 a year.
• Move or raze the house and maintain the grounds as a park­
like area, perhaps with a commemorative plaque. The bill might run 
$60,000 plus upkeep.
• Move or raze the house and outbuildings and use the grounds 
for purposes to be decided by UM's administration. One option would 
be straightening Campus Drive. Removal or demolishing would cost 
about $60,000. Paving the parking area and straightening the drive 
would cost about $250,000 plus $20,000 a year in upkeep.
###
Contact: Associate Professor Dick Dunn, Prescott Subcommittee chair,
243-6771
CSW
Local
Prescott.rl
